
UNDER AGE 

25
Screening is not  
recommended.
Cervical cancer is  

rare before age 25.

OVER AGE 

65
Most should 

stop screening.
People who  

have had regular  
screening in the  

previous 10 years  
with negative results 

should stop screening.

CERVICAL CANCER

SCREENING GUIDELINES
for women and people with a cervix at average risk

CANCER SCREENING SAVES LIVES.  
GET SCREENED.
Talk to your doctor about screening, and contact your insurance provider about 
insurance coverage for screening. To learn more, visit cancer.org/get-screened  
or call 1-800-227-2345.
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AGES 

25 to 65
Get screened using a primary  

HPV test every 5 years.
If primary HPV testing is not available, 
screening may be done with a co-test  

(both HPV and Pap) every 5 years,  
or a Pap test every 3 years.*

*Getting screened regularly is the most 
important factor, regardless of which test.

YOUR AGE IN YEARS

People with a cervix 
includes women who have  
not had their cervix surgically  
removed, transgender men  
who retain their cervix, and  
non-binary people with a cervix.

People who have  
received the HPV vaccine 
should still follow age-appropriate  
screening guidelines.

People who have had  
a total hysterectomy 
(removal of the uterus and cervix) 
should stop screening unless  
the hysterectomy was done as  
a treatment for cervical cancer  
or a serious pre-cancer.


